








What could you do as a 


Benedictine Brother? 


JOIN Our Lord as one of His hidden, behind-the-scenes 
assistants. 
REPLACE a priest so he may do the duties for which he 


was ordained. 


PRAY for those who need prayer so badly and ignore God 
so much. 


SACRIFICE for those who make luxuries, vanities and self- 


ishness their gods. 

ADORE God for those who blaspheme, hate and scandalize. 

CONTROL the tongue in prayerful silence to satisfy for the 
many worldly sins of speech. 

WORK by the sweat of the brow at one of fifty jobs, to 
atone for those who would crush all mankind. 

SAVE souls plunging toward Hell through sinful pride by 
offering loving obedience. 

WIN converts to Christ by the sacred ministry of patience 
in hidden trials. 

RENOUNCE the world’s deceits in order to know God 


more, love Him more and serve Him more exclusively in mo- 
nastic life and thus assure being with Him forever in eternity. 


GIVE UP all things to make amends for sins of greed—and 
yet have everything one needs. 


RESPOND to God's gentle plea to become one of his fol- 


lowers as a Benedictine Brother. 


CONSIDER life as a Benedictine Brother-monk under a rule 


as modern today as when St. Benedict wrote it 1,400 years ago. 
Candidates, ages 17 to 50, write to 


Father Walter, O.S.B. 
Director of Brothers, Conception Abbey, Conception, Mo. 
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Calendar for Aune 
confone 


UNE, the month of Divine Love, opens to us that “Fountain of all 
Holiness,” the Sacred Heart of Jesus, to whom the month is dedi- 
cated. Love and reparation are the theme of the entire month, 
which centers about two great feasts of our Blessed Lord—Corpus 
Christi (9th) and the Feast of the Sacred Heart (17th). In the first 
of these, all the fervor of our devotion to the Blessed Sacrament finds 
expression. The Office and Mass, composed by the great St. Thomas 
Aquinas, shine as a brilliant gem in the Church’s liturgy. This feast, 
celebrated with an octave, is climaxed by the second, that of the Sacred 
Heart, which is also celebrated with an octave. The latter feast, sym- 
bolizing the ardent love of the Divine Heart for all mankind, was insti- 
tuted at Our Lord’s own request to St. Margaret Mary, to be observed 
on the first Friday after the octave of Corpus Christi. 
The sublime Mystery of one God in three Divine Persons, the Most 
Holy Trinity, is honored on June 5th. 

Other outstanding feasts of the month are: first, the Birthday of 
St. John Baptist, the Precursor of Our Lord, the last and greatest of 
the Prophets, on the 24th. Because of his exalted mission and his 
sanctification before his birth, this saint shares with the Blessed Virgin 
the unique privilege of having his birthday observed as a feast of the 
Church. (His martyrdom is honored on August 29th.) Secondly, 
the Princes of the Apostles, Ss. Peter and Paul, on the 29th. Peter, 
the “Rock” upon whom Christ founded His Church and whom He 
made its first Supreme Shepherd, died for His Master on a cross, but 
with head downwards, because he felt unworthy to die in the same 
way as Christ. Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, and the writer of 
many instructive and inspiring Epistles, suffered martyrdom by the 
sword. As the liturgy of this feast is devoted principally to St. Peter, 
we have the feast of the Commemoration of St. Paul on the 30th. 


The calendar of June includes many martyrs—those great heroes 
and heroines whose blood united with that Saving Stream which flowed 
from the pierced Heart of their Divine Leader. Besides the great 
Apostles mentioned above, they include the following: Ss. Marcellinus, 
Peter and Erasmus (2d); St. Boniface, an English Benedictine who be- 
came the Apostle of Germany and its chief patron (5th); Ss. Primus 
and Felician (9th); St. Basilides and Companions (12th); Ss. Vitus, 
Modestus and Crescentia (15th); Ss. Mark and Marcellian, twin 
brothers (18th) ; Ss. Gervase and Protase, mentioned in the Litany of 
Saints (19th) ; St. Silverius, Pope (20th) ; Ss. John and Paul, brothers 
(26th) ; St. Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons and one of the Fathers of the 
Church (28th). 

(Concluded on page 60) 
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The Supreme Effort of 
Divine Love 


as ta 


N HIS Incarnation, the Son of God gave us the utmost manifesta- 
| tion of His mercy and love. We know that He will never return 
to earth to be born again in a poorer stable, or to render Himself 
more amiable by lowering Himself still more. He will not come 
to lead among us a more laborious life, to preach a more consoling 
doctrine, to institute more efficacious sacrifices, to endure more cruel 
torments, to receive a deeper wound in His Sacred Heart. All this we 
know; but we also know that, in order to make Himself loved more 
and more, Jesus multiplies the proofs of His tenderness, and that in 
order to answer new wants and to touch the hearts of men, He shows 
Himself more and more loving, amiable, and worthy of being loved. 
St. Paul says of Him: “Jesus Christ yesterday, and today, and the 
same forever” (Heb. 13:8). Succeeding ages bring out no new perfec- 
tions in Him. Amidst all the created things around us that are per- 
fected and renewed, He never changes. He was as good and as perfect 
in the womb of His Mother as He was thirty-three years later, on the 
day when He returned to His Heavenly Father. 

When St. Luke represents Jesus as advancing “in wisdom and age, 
and grace with God and men” (2:52), he means a development which 
we may compare with that of the sun: it shines with greater luster upon 
the earth in proportion to its nearness thereto, although it does not 
change in itself. Jesus Christ, the true Sun of Justice “that enlightens 
every man who comes into the world” (John 1:9), rises in the heaven 
of His glory with an ever-increasing majesty. The Gospel enables us 
to assist at the progressive manifestation of His sanctity, of His power, 
and above all, of His love; a it is principally in love that He seems 
to develop and grow. 

Every manifestation of His love, every benefit that His hand be- 
stows, and every promise which comes forth from His Heart seems to 
be fired with greater devotedness. What a difference there is in ten- 
derness between the first of His discourses—that on the mountain, and 
His last one, the discourse at the Last Supper! What a difference 
between the title of servants which He first gave to His Apostles, and 
the sweet names of friends and little children which He lavished upon 
them in later life! It was shortly before His death that He wept over 
the city of Jerusalem and over the death of Lazarus. It was then that, 
for the first time, He groaned in His spirit and troubled Himself, thus 
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giving unmistakable signs of the intense emotion of His Soul. It was 
at the washing of the feet at the Last Supper, during the Agony in the 
Garden of Olives, and lastly, on the Cross, that His charity overflowed 
and that His love was carried to excess. Truly, if Our Lord were a 
mere man, we should say that, as He advanced in age, He became more 
amiable, more loving, more enamored of our hearts. 

And what is worthy of notice is that His mystical life in the Church 
reproduces His mortal life among men in its principal phases. We 
observe the same progress in the manifestation of His charity. The 
history of these progressive manifestations is nothing else but the his- 
tory of the successive efforts which Our Lord has put forth in order to 
oppose the indifference or hardness of the hearts of men. These mani- 
festations might be divided into four classes: The manifestation of His 
Doctrine, the manifestation of His Passion, the manifestation of His 
Eucharist, and finally, the manifestation of His Sacred Heart. 

In the early ages of the Church, Jesus revealed and made Himself 
loved as Master and Savior by His doctrine and example. The faith- 
ful were inspired and upheld principally by their faith in the Gospel, 
by its precepts and counsels, and by its manifestations of Our Lord’s 
life and miracles. They did not know, as we do today, either the de- 
votion to the Passion, or devotion to the Blessed Sacrament; still less, 
the devotion to the Sacred Heart. 

We know that they obtained from the Holy Eucharist the strength 
necessary to do good and to resist evil, and to sacrifice their very lives. 
for Christ. But the Blessed Sacrament was not for them the object 
of a special cult of worship, nor did It seem to be to them the source 
of such pure delights as overflowed the souls of the saints of later 
ages. 

Whenever one of those streams we call devotions flows through the 
Church, carrying souls toward a new pious practice, disclosing to them 
in the meditation of a particular mystery some end or means until 
then more or less neglected, we have to recognize therein a special dis- 
position of Divine Providence. Certainly, it is Jesus who grows and 
who becomes enlightened in our eyes with a new ray of Divine light. 

New devotions, approved by the Holy See and efficaciously prac- 
ticed by the faithful, are always the work of the Holy Spirit. Those 
who propagate them have not invented them. These devotions, ani- 
mated by the same spirit, all strive toward one and the same end: to 
make Our Lord more loved by making Him better known. The mar- 
vels which have resulted in the world through these devotions highly 
attest to their providential origin. 

Thus, in later centuries, in order to rekindle the fire of Divine 
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Love in souls growing lukewarm, Our Lord made them feel the power 
of His Cross, and revealed to them the excess of His tenderness in the 
excess of His sufferings. From His Wounds, as from so many sources, 
flowed living waters which gladdened and made fruitful the “city of 
God,” the Church. Undoubtedly the characteristics of the saints of the 
Middle Ages are those produced through their meditations upon Christ’s 
Passion. It was this devotion, rather than that of the Holy Eucharist, 
which was the stimulus of their sanctification. Instead of drawing 
them to the foot of the Tabernacle, the Holy Spirit drew them to the 
foot of the Cross... There, their devotion was born; there, their life was 
spent. 

Still later on, when faith had diminished and fervor had again 
grown cold, Jesus opened to men the treasures of light and love hidden 
in the Holy Eucharist. The devotion to the Blessed Sacrament pro- 
longed, so to speak, that of the Passion. Its principal acts—adoration, 
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visits, and frequent Communion—everywhere intensified piety. 

Finally came the modern era, with its evils and special needs; 
and Our Lord, in a last supreme effort, gave us in the devotion to His 
Sacred Heart the secret and the very principle of His love. This de- 
votion is, indeed, the most touching manifestation of His tenderness, 
the most urgent supplication of His appeals, the most powerful as- 
sault of His Divine Heart upon the human heart, the supreme effort of 
Divine Love. 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus truly contains more love than is re- 
vealed by His words and miracles, His life and death, and all the mys- 
teries of our salvation. By giving us His Heart He gives us, so to speak, 
both the fruits and the tree, the streams and the source of His love; 
and He does so in a way most appealing to our senses and most appro- 
priate to our needs and to our manner of loving. We shall never be 
able to understand what condescension, what tender and loving invi- 
tation is expressed, whether in the gift itself or in the way of giving, 
in His words to St. Margaret Mary: — 

“My Heart is so full of love for men that It can no longer con- 
tain the flames of Its burning love. It must, by your means, spread 
them abroad, and manifest Itself to men to enrich them with the treas- 
ures It contains... Behold this Heart, which has loved men so much 
that It spared Itself in nothing, even to exhausting and consuming 
Itself, to testify Its love; and yet in return I receive from the greater 
number only contempt, coldness, ingratitude, irreverence, and sacri- 
lege in the Sacrament of My Love.” 

Or in His words to Sister Josefa Menendez, nearer our own times: 

“My love for mankind is so great that it is as a martyrdom to Me 
when I see them wander from Me; not because of the glory they take 
from Me, but because of the unhappiness they are preparing for them- 
selves. Souls are hurrying to perdition, yet for them I shed all My 
Blood, and in vain! But those who love Me and sacrifice themselves 
as victims of reparation attract the Divine mercy; to these the world 
owes its salvation. 

“Such souls are wanted to atone for all the offenses committed 
against the Divine Majesty, and My Heart meanwhile is consumed with 
the desire to pardon! Poor sinners! How blind they are! I would so 
gladly forgive them, and they seek only to offend Me... As Justice 
goes in pursuit of criminals, so do I pursue them, but Justice pursues 
to punish and I to pardon. The world casts itself headlong into 
enjoyment, and the multitude of sins committed overwhelms My Heart 
with bitterness and sorrow. Where shall I find alleviation for My 
sadness?” 


38 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 











Never in the history of the Church, regardless of the skepticism 
and corruption of the present century, has it been easier for souls of 
good will to fulfil perfectly the great command of love. At no other 
time has Our Lord manifested to men a greater tenderness or a more 
ardent desire of being loved. The wickedness of sinners-and their 
enormous crimes, far from extinguishing the flame of love in His Heart, 
seem, on the contrary, to have heightened its intensity. Nevertheless, 
Divine Justice must set limits to the manifestation of His mercy, and 
at Fatima Our Blessed Mother sounded a warning that the time of 
mercy is drawing to a close. If certain conditions are not fulfilled, 
she said, within certain time limits, God will be forced to chastise His 
people in order to bring the world back to Himself, and that chastise- 
ment will be of an appalling nature. 


Nevertheless, Our Lord Himself has made, as it were, a last ur- 
gent appeal to sinners, to turn to Him with great confidence in His 
mercy. Speaking to Sister Faustina, a Polish num, in 1931, He said: 
“The flames of mercy consume Me, and I desire to pour them out upon 
human souls. The greatest sinner has the greatest right to have hope in 
My mercy. The soul which invokes My mercy brings Me untold de- 
light. Summon all souls to confidence in the incomprehensible abyss 
of My mercy, for I desire to save all. Before I come as the Just One, 
I first open wide the gates of My mercy. He who does not want to pass 
through the gates of mercy will have to pass through the gates of 
justice.” And again He said: “Mankind will not find peace until it 
turns with confidence to My mercy. Tell ailing mankind to draw close 
to My merciful Heart and I will fill it with peace.” 


Let us, then, with great confidence and fervor, call upon the Sa- 
cred Heart for mercy upon poor sinners. Let us receive Holy Com- 
munion often in the spirit of reparation, especially on the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart, and by the practice of virtue and fervent prayer do all 
we can to draw down the mercy of God upon the world and to disarm 
His Divine Justice. And let us implore peace for the world, now 
hovering so dangerously near to the most destructive of wars. 


o_s~~<~< 


A practical reminder to honor and invoke the In- 
fant Jesus of Prague is our handy Infant of Prague 
Eversharp Pencil in snowy-white opaque finish with 
gold-plated trimming. It bears an image of the In- 
fant of Prague in blue and the inscription: ‘“‘The more 
you honor Me, the more I will bless you.” Price 50¢ 
each. Order from: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual 
Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Sacred Heart and the 
Sacred Host 


eee 


UNE and the SACRED HEART—how closely they are linked to- 
gether in our minds! June, one of the most beautiful months of 
the year, and the Sacred Heart, the Object of our dearest devo- 
tion; June, the month of roses, which symbolize love and bring to 

our mind the burning love of the Heart of Jesus for us. And the 
thought of this burning love of the Sacred Heart also brings naturally 
to our-thoughts: the Sacred Host in which It still lives and loves on our 
altars. 

Although devotion to the Sacred Heart and devotion to the Sacred 
Host are all but identical, both being directed to the same Divine Person, 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, there are some who entertain the notion that de- 
votion to the Sacred Heart is something artificial and superfluous. In- 
asmuch as we have Our Lord Himself in the Blessed Sacrament, they 
ask, why should we venerate the image of His Sacred Heart, which is 
only a representation of Him? A little serious reflection should con- 
vince us that such reasoning is false. Both devotions, as we have said, 
are directed to the one same Object—the Divine Person of Jesus Christ. 
Neither of them is an end in itself; both are means to an end—a clearer 
knowledge of, a greater love for, and a more intimate union with Jesus 
Christ. 

In the Blessed Sacrament Jesus is really and truly present, but the 
humble veil of the species of bread places between us—weak, blind mor- 
tals—and Himself, a veil of mystery which must be penetrated by a 
living faith. Here, as St. Thomas so well says, there is nothing to ap- 
peal to the senses: “Sight, touch and taste in Thee are each deceived, 
The ear alone most safely is believed.” We must accept the truth of the 
Real Presence on faith. 
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If the faith of all mortals were perfect, there would be no need 
of any other medium to convey to us a realization of Christ’s Real 
Presence in the Blessed Sacrament nor to inflame our hearts with love 
for Him in His sacramental state. But unfortunately such is not the 
case. Human nature, particularly fallen human nature, being what it 
is, needs some sensible object to support its faith; otherwise it grows 
indifferent to the object that demands from it a continued act of pure 
faith. And this is what happened in the case of the Holy Eucharist. 
In the course of centuries, faith grew weak, and in consequence the 
people’s attitude toward the Blessed Sacrament became one of coldness, 
indifference and neglect. This attitude became so widespread that 
Jesus, in His infinite mercy, wisdom and love, decided to “do something 
about it” (humanly speaking) both for the sake of His own honor and 
glory and for the welfare of humanity. The person He chose to accom- 
plish His purpose was St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, and the place, 
Paray-le-Monial, in France; the time; the' 17th century.«(Not that 
Christ confined Himself to this person and place, but that He there set 
them as a shining light before the whole world.) ; 


The story of the apparitions at Paray is“well known to most of us; 
but this important fact should be remembered: It was’ while’ she was 
kneeling in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament that Jesus appeared 
to Margaret Mary, to show with unmistakable clearness that the Divine 
Person revealing Himself to her and speaking with her was one and the 
same as the Divine Person present in the Blessed Sacrament. Remov- 
ing, as it were, His humble, mystic guise, He said: “Behold this Heart 
which has loved men so much...” He requested in the course of His 
apparitions that an image of His Heart be everywhere exposed and 
honored as a living, tangible reminder that the God of the Eucharist 
is a living, loving Human Being with a Heart that beats and burns with 
love for men and longs to be loved by them in return. Christ did not 
intend that this image of His Heart should obstruct the way to the 
Tabernacle and divert from His Eucharistic Presence the streams of 
love flowing from the hearts of men to Him; but that it should shed a 
new light on the Tabernacle and show forth in clearer vision the nature 
of the Divine Person abiding in the Sacred Host, and in consequence 
inflame men’s hearts with greater love for Him. 


Because the heart is the universally recognized symbol of human 
love, Jesus asked that the image of His Heart be exposed and honored 
everywhere as a tangible reminder of His love for us. He showed It 
to Margaret Mary (with the intention that It be so revealed to all man- 
kind) as burning with the fire of love, pierced by thorns of ingratitude 
and contempt, and crucified anew by the outrages committed against 
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It in the Blessed Sacrament. It was not His desire that His Heart be 
loved and adored apart from His Sacred Person, nor that the image of 
His Heart should be itself the object of such veneration. It was only 
intended to picture Him to us as a living, loving Person and to draw 
our hearts to Himself, not to His image. 


We can understand this very well when we think of how we cherish 
a picture of someone very dear to us. We look at it often, press it to 
our hearts and lips, perhaps even whisper endearing words to it; but 
the real object of all these marks of affection is the person whom the 
picture portrays, no matter where that person may be. The picture 
renews our remembrance of this loved one, reminds us of happy hours 
spent with him or her, and rekindles our affectionate longing to see and 
be near that person again. Thus while we fondle and cherish the pic- 
ture, our hearts are far away with the real person whom we love. 


Just so Jesus wished it to be with the image of His Sacred Heart. 
By looking at His picture or statue, our hearts are inflamed with love 
for Him as we think of all He has done for us and of how much He 
loves us, and our thoughts and affections fly to Him where He is really 
present in Person—in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar and in heaven. 


Therefore the image of the Sacred Heart is not to be regarded as 
something foreign to the Blessed Sacrament or at variance with It. 
Whether we think of Jesus as the Sacred Heart or the Sacred Host, He 
is one and the same Jesus. He cannot be divided. Under the Sacra- 
mental Species He is really present, but we cannot see Him in human 
form; therefore He gives us the image of His Sacred Heart to help us 
to visualize Him and to strengthen our faith in His Eucharistic Presence, 
aided by our sense of sight. Seeing Him represented in the image, we 
are the better able to love Him in His Eucharistic state. Hence, de- 
votion to the Sacred Heart does not hinder us from going directly to 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. On the contrary, it is intended to aid 
and support our faith and to stimulate our love as well. The two de- 
votions are identical in their object, as expressed in the ejaculation: 
“Heart of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, burning with love for us, in- 
flame our hearts with love for Thee!” 


O Jesus, hidden under the mysterious forms of bread and mani- 
festing to us by means of the image of Thy Sacred Heart who it is 
that is truly there in the Sacred Host, in order to help our clouded 
vision to penetrate into the depths of the Mystery of the Holy Eucharist, 
illuminate our minds and inflame our hearts with love for Thy adorable 
Heart, living and beating with love for us under the veils of the Blessed 
Sacrament! 


42 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 














~ 


Ol -exe7: 10] ¢: nor 10] +: oxe7: [0] + xo? [a] + exer: [0] ‘= exe: [a] exes [a] 7 exer 0 


ar 


CG 


os: Jal = exer [ol = 


| 


a 


Hl 
\ 
A 





Joy, Gratitude, Praise 


ee 


OR souls devoted to the perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sac- 
rament, no feast in all the liturgical cycle of the Church seems 
quite so glorious as that of Corpus Christi. It is for them the 
feast par excellence, embodying in itself the exuberant joys 

and bountiful graces of all the others. And rightly so, for is not this 
feast a glorification of their privileged vocation? It is a universal 
outpouring of gratitude for God’s sublimest Gift to the world: the 
Blessed Sacrament, in its threefold manifestation of Divine munificence 
as the all-atoning Sacrifice of the New Covenant, the Sacrament of sac- 
raments, and the abiding Presence of God in our tabernacles. But it 
is, above all, a thanksgiving for the latter—the marvelous favor of the 
Real Presence—since the ceremonial and the liturgical observance of 
the feast are grouped around this continual presence of Christ under 
the Eucharistic veils. ra 

Yes, this feast should be one of outstanding joy and gratitude for 
the whole Catholic world. In this, as in all things else, Holy Mother 
Church sets us the example. Forgetting, as it were, her exile, and the 
labors and conflicts of her life on earth, she blends with the Church 
Triumphant in a joyous outpouring of praise and gratitude for this 
Gift of unspeakable Divine condescension. 

Truly, we may rejoice in the possession of the Divine Gift of the 
Holy Eucharist, which permits us to share with the citizens of heaven 
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the blessed favor of the real presence in our midst of Him who is their 
Lord and King. They, indeed, possess Him in unveiled vision, while 
we.can see Him only with the eyes of faith. They behold Him face to 
face, while we adore Him beneath the Eucharistic veils. Nevertheless, 
He is with us just as truly as He is in heaven, though in a different 
manner of being. 

In Palestine, long ago, Jesus could be only in one place at a time, 
and those who desired to see Him or to solicit His help often had to 
journey far to find Him. But how fortunate we are! By the medium 
of the Blessed Sacrament, He has invented a means to be with us every- 
where, to locate Himself near us in every place, to render Himself 
accessible to us all. Reluctant, as it were, to leave His home on earth, 
to desist from being with the children of men and conferring benefits 
on them with His own hands, and of gladdening and brightening their 
life with His presence, He chooses to remain always in the tabernacles 
of our churches, inviting and expecting us to come to Him. Thus He 
remains ever our Good Shepherd, the faithful Companion and Guardian 
of our earthly pilgrimage. 

And how great is the weight and importance attaching to the 
Church through this continual presence of Our Lord! Christ is not 
merely the Founder and Supervisor of the Church. He is infinitely 
more than that. He is her vital, energizing principle, who will never 
be parted from her. He is her living Head, the actual Source and Giver 
of Life. She is not merely His Bride, but His Mystical Body, and in a 
certain sense she is the ever-living Christ. Consequently He must be 
continually and personally in her. The Christ of history, who lived 
more than nineteen centuries ago, or who is only with her temporarily 
and occasionally, does not suffice for her nature and her mission. Only 
the continual sacramental presence corresponds adequately to the great 
mystery of the Church, in its depth, its fulness, its sublimity. 

From this mysterious, yet true and substantial presence, the Church 
derives all her strength, her light, her power, her grace and beauty. 
It is her invisible means of duration; the rock, the foundation whereon 
she rests. In this continual presence she possesses, as it were, the con- 
necting link, the center of union not only for different localities and 
nations, but for earth and heaven. For both earth and heaven are 
really and actually united in Him who is the Head of the Church, the 
Divine King who rules over the twofold mystic kingdom, whose royal 
residence is both here and there. 

Our churches are not merely houses of prayer and of preaching, 
but really and truly the abode of God, the “tabernacle of God with men” 
(Apoc. 21:3). “You have come to Mount Sion, and to the city of the 
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living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to the company of many thou- 
sands of angels” (Heb. 12:22). 

By His personal, uninterrupted dwelling among us, Our Lord meets 
all the needs, all the aspirations of our human nature. We may sur- 
round ourselves with all the comforts, all the enjoyments, all the pos- 
sessions of earth: there still remains a void in our heart that refuses 
to be filled. Only God can fill that void. As St. Augustine says: “Thou 
hast made us for Thyself, 0 God, and our souls are restless till they 
rest in Thee.” We need God, and He alone can satisfy our need. 
Therefore our soul seeks Him, not merely as seen by faith, not merely 
as omnipresent in nature, not in images and parables, but in reality; 
and not only in the life to come, but in this present life. Nor as a 
pledge of future possession does anything content her but God Him- 
self. She desires to have her God present, and to hold intercourse with 
Him. This is so true, that this powerful yearning, if it fails to find the 
way of truth and reality, seeks a substitute, a compensation in a thou- 
sand vain, foolish, often pernicious inventions, 

Our Redeemer provides for this yearning, this thirst of the soul 
after “the strong, living God” by His real and continual presence in 
our churches, and satisfies it as far as is possible in this earthly exist- 
ence. The flickering lamp of the sanctuary shows us where God is 
actually to be found; it guides us to His feet, There He is, really and 
truly, only a few steps from us; He sees us and hears our whispered 
prayer; and the repose, the peace, the happiness which descend upon 
our heart like a breath from heaven, tell us clearly enough that our 
aspirations are stilled. With the Psalmist we cry out in the depths of 
our soul, “What have I in heaven? and besides Thee what do I desire 
upon earth? Thou art the God of my heart, and the God that is my 
portion forever” (Ps. 72:25,26). 

Let us rejoice, then, with exceeding joy,-.on the feast of Corpus 
Christi, and give praise and thanks to God for His merciful love in 
abiding with us always under the Eucharistic veils. And let this thanks 
be expressed not only in words but in deeds—a language by far more 
eloquent and sincere—by assisting with reverent attention at Holy 
Mass and receiving the Bread of Life into our souls, and by taking part 
in the triumphal procession of the Blessed Sacrament if that is possible. 





Spiritual Vitamin for June 


Heart of Jesus, burning with love of us, inflame our hearts 
with love of Thee. (Indulgence of 500 days.) 
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The Tabernacle 
and the Home 


ee 
fe HE beautiful practice of the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 


in the home has become familiar to most of our readers through 

the “propaganda” carried on in “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 

for its propagation for almost forty years. Briefly, its purpose 
is the social and solemn recognition by the family of the Divine Royalty 
of the loving Heart of Jesus. In a solemn ceremony, an image of the 
Sacred Heart is set up in a place of honor in the home by a priest or by 
the head of the family, and the entire family repeats together an Act of 
Consecration to Jesus, the King of Love. This is but the beginning— 
the initial step—in the family’s all-out devotion to the Sacred Heart, 
whom it has thus proclaimed its Father, Friend, and King. 

The fruits of the Enthronement are great and manifold, chief 
among them being a more fervent devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, a 
greater fidelity in the practice of religious duties, a more intense charity, 
and a substantial sanctification of family life. 

Not the least of the precious fruits of the Enthronement is a better 
understanding and a greater love for the Church and her liturgical 
feasts and seasons. To those who have thus received Him, the Sacred 
Heart, present in the home under the sign of His image, repeats in His 
silent language: “You have welcomed Me into your home and given 
me tokens of your reverence and love. In return I want to teach you 
to know My Church, her feasts, her ceremonial, her liturgy, and to in- 
spire you with the desire of serving Me out of love, because I am the 
King of Love. This is the Heart that has loved you so much. Now I 
want you to acquire more and more fully the mind of My Church, by 
becoming acquainted with the meaning of the celebrations which com- 
memorate the chief events of My life on earth.” 

St. John, in the sublime introduction to his Gospel, says, “He 
came unto His own, and His own received Him not. But as many as 
received Him, He gave them power to be made the sons of God.” 
There are various ways of receiving Our Lord. All Christians have 
received Him through baptism. This is the initiation, the first essen- 
tial step which introduces us into the household of the Faith. But the 
most perfect way of receiving Him is Holy Communion, where He 
comes in Person into our soul, and makes us guests at the Banquet of 
His love. Nothing can compare with the intimacy of this reception. 
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Now, by means of the Enthronement Jesus wishes to establish a 
link between the Communion rail and the Christian home, and to se- 
cure both the integral acceptance of His teaching and the frequent re- 
ception of the Sacrament of Love. In this way the Tabernacle and the 
Home are joined together, so as to bring about a full Christian life, a 
living religion, instead of a reduced, cold, formal and exterior practice 
of it. The Enthronement, properly understood and lived, will deepen 
the devotion of the members of the family at each reception of Holy 
Communion, and will ensure their growth in grace. It will lead to a 
true love of the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and encourage the spirit of 
reparation and the practice of all virtues. It will also promote fervent 
prayer, especially prayer in common, which is so powerful a means of 
strengthening the family ties. It constitutes a state of life in which the 
precepts of the Gospel become the abiding law of the home. It leads to 
a consecration of every day and every hour to the Sacred Heart. 


The children of the family which, through the grace of the En- 
thronement, is fervent in the observance of the feasts of the Church 
and in the frequent reception of the sacraments, will be imbued with 
true piety from their earliest days. This may easily flower into priestly 
and religious vocations; or if the married state is entered into, there is 
strong hope that the new home that is established will be a replica of 
the one known in childhood. In such homes, juvenile delinquency will 
be unheard of, for the seeds of such delinquency will find no soil in 
which to take root or grow. Thus the Enthronement will continue to 
bear abundant fruit, the good effects of which will keep spreading into 
ever-widening circles, like the ripples of the water when a stone is cast 
into a lake or pond. 


In the light of his recent canonization, it is noteworthy that the 
Work of Enthronement was launched during the reign of Pope Saint 
Pius X, who not only gave permission but commanded its founder, 
Father Mateo, to undertake this apostolate. Each one of his successors 
on the throne of Peter has blessed and encouraged the work as being 
eminently suited to the needs of the Church in our times, in combating 
the many evils of society. With one accord the Sovereign Pontiffs have 
declared that nothing could be more opportune than the Enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart in the home in the present age, when so many 
enemies of God and of the Church are seeking to destroy the Christian 
family; when the evils of divorce, depopulation of families, infidelity 
to the marriage bonds, worldly-mindedness, disobedience and insubor- 
dination of children toward their parents, education of children in 
irreligious schools, etc. are taking such heavy toll. 


june — 1955 47 





| 








Pius XII and the Enthronement 


Our present Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, like his predecessors, 
has specially urged the timeliness of this apostolate, realizing, as no 
one else can, the grave dangers threatening Christian families and 
Christian society. In a recent address to newly married couples, he al- 
luded to the Enthronement, laying very special stress on its importance 
in home life. He said, “Our Lord Himself asked for and established 
the devotion to His Sacred Heart, even stating clearly in what forms 
it was to be practised. Speaking to St. Margaret Mary, He pronounced 
these touching words: ‘Behold this Heart which has so loved men as 
to spare nothing that could contribute to their salvation and show forth 
My love. I have overwhelmed them with benefits, but, in return, have 
received, for the most part, only ingratitude.’ 

“This devotion consists chiefly in loving reparation offered up 
to expiate the sins that offend the Heart of Jesus. To lead all to re- 
spond to the appeal of His Sacred Heart, Jesus made the Twelve Prom- 
ises, one of which especially concerns Christian families, viz., ‘I will 
give peace to their families. I will bless the homes where an image of 
of My Sacred Heart is set up and honored.’ 

“The Enthronement of the Sacred Heart is based upon this promise. 
We wish to recommend it warmly to you who have just been united 
at the altar and are about to found new Christian homes. This con- 
secration of the home to the Sacred Heart implies a complete donation 
of the household to our Divine Lord. The members of the family ac- 
knowledge the entire Sovereignty of the Heart of Jesus in their home. 
They recite, during the ceremony, a prayer by which they ask God’s 
blessing on themselves and all their loved ones, begging Jesus to fulfil 
His Promises in return. They resolve to lead a life entirely pleasing 
to Our Lord and to practice the virtues He taught and of which He 
set so great an example. They ask Jesus to rule over their home as 
its King; presiding over all their gatherings; sanctifying all their joys 
and sorrows; giving them consolation in grief or trial; comforting the 
dying and granting true resignation to those who lose dear ones. 

“If you thus consecrate your home to Him, Jesus will reign over 
your whole lives, protect you and watch over all your interests.” 

Do we need, then, to appeal to our readers who have not yet 
adopted this life-giving and life-saving practice of the Enthronement, 
to do so, during this month of the Sacred Heart, and especially on the 
Feast itself, if possible? Or to renew the Act of Consecration if you 
have already enthroned the Sacred Heart in your home? 

May we ask those who have had the Enthronement ceremony in 
their home to notify us, so we may have a record? 
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You are invited to join in 
Our annual SOLEMN NOVEN A in honor of 


the Sacred Beart of Jesus 


Corpus 
Christi 





This Novena will be woven like a golden thread through all the 
prayers and devotions offered in our five Sanctuaries of Perpetual 
Adoration during these nine days. The intention will be included in 
the daily High Mass; in the Hours of the Divine Office, some of which 
will be sung; and in the morning and afternoon Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament. The Litany of the Sacred Heart, the official 
novena prayer, will be recited in unison by all the Sisters of each 
community every morning, and at each hour of the day and night by 
the official adorers at the prie-dieux. 


We urge all our dear friends and readers to unite with us in a 
fervent homage of reparation and love to the Divine Heart of Jesus. 
Never has there been greater need of making atonement to the King of 
Love for the coldness and indifference of mankind, and for the shock- 
ing sacrileges and blasphemies directed against His Sacramental 
Presence. Never has there been greater need to pray for a return to 
God in a society rapidly sinking into utter religious indifference. 


Those who are near enough to any of our Sanctuaries are cor- 
dially invited to assist at the novena services there. All who wish 
may send in their petitions to the Motherhouse at Clyde, Missouri, to 
be placed on the Altar of Exposition and to be included in the Novena. 


(Branchhouses are located at : Mundelein, Illinois; Tucson, Arizona; 
Kansas City, Missouri; and San Diego, California.) 
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The Celebration of the Feast 
of the Sacred Heart 
June 17th 


the outpouring of Divine Love for man, should be a day and a 
feast of joyous celebration for all lovers of the Sacred Heart, 
especially those who have enthroned Him as the King of their 
homes or who have consecrated themselves to this Divine Heart. It is 
their feast in a most special way, and its celebration is for them the 
solemn renewal of their pledge of love and of reparation for those who 
do not love. Above all, it is on this day that they must show the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus that He is truly the King of their home, the Friend of the 
family, the God-with-us, intimately associated with daily family life. 

IT IS THE FEAST OF THE KING. Therefore it should be a 
truly royal celebration; that is, it should clearly show that the Sacred 
Heart is the undisputed Head of this home which is His “Bethany,” 
that everyone and everything in it is subject to Him, and that nothing 
is done in the family without Him. His commands are the supreme 
law before which no other thing or interest is preferred. 

IT IS THE FEAST OF THE KING OF LOVE. Since this King 
wishes to rule only through love, He also wishes that all the homage 
paid Him by the family have only Jove as its inspiration. It would not 
be enough merely to submit to His commands—that submission must 
be an act of love. If we obey Him it is not out of force or necessity, 
but because we know we will please Him, because we know that our 
obedience is the only worthy response to His love. It is this same need 
of acting out of love for Him that makes the family unable to limit itself 
to the mere keeping of His formal commands, but which urges it to 
fulfil all His desires as much as it possibly can. The Feast of the Sacred 
Heart is a providential chance for the family to re-examine itself on its 
spirit of love and and to reaffirm it. This is the true and great benefit 
of the Enthronement when properly understood—this causing of the 
family to do all it does for love of Jesus. 

IT IS THE FEAST OF THE KING OF THE HOME. Without 
doubt the Feast of the Sacred Heart should be a family celebration. 
The whole family should take part in it, not as a group of individuals, 
but as a social group— acting as such with all the power and nobility 
that its wonderful unity—which is both human and divine—brings to 
it. As much as possible on this beautiful Feast all the members of the 


go HE Feast of the Sacred Heart, that day which commemorates 
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family should be at home to share both in the religious exercises and 
in the feast-day dinner. Especially should all be present at the solemn 
renewal of the Enthronement before the image of the King of Love. 
On that day not only should all make the Communion of Reparation 
requested by the Sacred Heart, but they should make it all together as 
a family group. So also in those places where there is adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament on that day, it would be a lovely custom to have 
Enthronement families make their adoration as a group; how beautiful 
to see one family after another following each other before the Eucha- 
ristic Throne and how irresistible this united appeal of praise and 
thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart! 


IT IS A FEAST FOR WHICH JESUS HIMSELF SET THE DATE. 
If Our Lord Himself went to the trouble of setting the exact date of this 
Feast, surely all Enthronement families have a duty to conform to His 
desires. On this point there is much to be done, for in too many places 
the celebration of this Feast is transferred to the following Sunday, 
and not held on the Friday, as requested by Our Lord. Surely, families 
could be instrumental in having it celebrated as He wishes, and at least 
in their homes celebrate it on that day. 


IT IS THE FEAST OF REPARATION. Our Lord explicitly re- 
quested this Feast as an Act of Reparation for the coldness, indifference 
and ingratitude of so many Catholics toward Him in the Eucharist. 
This is our opportunity to “make up” for our own neglect of the Sacra- 
ment and Sacrifice of Love, and for that of others. 


If IS THE FEAST FOR WHICH THE SACRED HEART DETER- 
MINED THE RELIGIOUS EXERCISES. These are the exercises to 
which Enthronement Families will give first place. Our Lord asked 
for a Holy Hour the evening before the Feast and a Communion of 
Reparation on the day itself. In many families, thanks to the splendid 
success of Night Adoration in the home, the first of these desires will 
be easily carried out. In many places families consecrated to the Sa- 
cred Heart are in the habit of having all-night Adoration. Everywhere 
the family can gather in a group for the Holy Hour in a church or at 
home on the vigil of this Feast. And it goes without saying that all 
members of the Sacred Heart’s “Bethanies” will go to Mass and receive 
Holy Communion in a spirit of reparation on the day of the feast, going, 
if possible, as a family group. 


Celebrated in this way by the family, as a family, the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart will be what Jesus intended it to be when He asked for 
its institution—a Feast of Love, of that love which is Divinely tender, 
of that love which surpasses all the heart of man can dream or desire. 
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Eucharistic Guard 
for 
Nocturnal Adoration 

National Center 


Sponsored by KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Tucson Council 1200 
Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration 
Tucson, Arizona 


HIS issue of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” begins a series of 

monthly articles on the NOCTURNAL ADORATION PROGRAM, 
inaugurated seventeen years ago, on Corpus Christi, in June 1938, 
under the auspices of the Knights of Columbus, Tucson Council 1200, 
in our Benedictine Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration, Tucson, Arizona. 
It is known over the nation as the EUCHARISTIC GUARD. Though 
started with the intention of remaining just a local devotion, its ex- 
ample and its fruits have spread far and wide, and in the course of the 
past seventeen years it has received national, episcopal and papal 
recognition. The crowning grace came when, under date of May 13, 
1950 (by Divine Providence the Feast of Our Lady of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament), by Papal Indult, it was aggregated to the ARCHCONFRA- 
TERNITY FOR NOCTURNAL ADORATION OF THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT IN ROME, and created a NATIONAL CENTER with 
power to affiliate other NOCTURNAL EUCHARISTIC GUARDS spon- 
sored by Knights of Columbus Councils throughout the United States. 

His Excellency, Bishop Daniel J. Gercke of Tucson, Arizona, has 
reserved to himself in this diocese the privilege of officially enrolling 
members in the EUCHARISTIC GUARD, after they have served their 
time of probation, and of presenting Fidelity Awards to members who 
have been faithful te the adoration over the years. Bishops in other 
dioceses where the GUARD has taken root, are likewise taking pride 
in reserving to themselves this same privilege. Membership as Adorers 
is open to members and non-members of the Order of the Knights of 
Columbus; with permission of the Bishop the privilege is also ex- 
tended to women, provided they have a male escort. 

Past Supreme Knights of the Order, Carmody, Matthews, and 
Swift, have highly commended this form of Catholic Action and’ have, 
on a number of occasions, sent telegraphic representations at Enroll- 
ment Ceremonies. 
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Inspired with a high regard for the Nocturnal Adoration pro- 
gram, Rev. Octavius Villa, S.J., felt urged to make it known to His 
Holiness Pope Pius XII. In an audience with him were Rev. Arthur 
Kimball, National Spiritual Director of the GUARD, and Mr. Andrew 
A. Grondona, now President of the National Center, during whose 
term as Grand Knight of the Tucson Council the Adoration was started. 
Mr. Grondona has remained one of its staunch pillars through the 
years. In a private audience granted by His Holiness during the 
Holy Year of 1950, these devotees of Nocturnal Adoration were pre- 
sented with the Indult and were privileged to hear these soul-stirring 
words from the lips of our Holy Father: “This work is not a human 
work, but the work of God. It will be the greatest blessing to the 
Knights of Columbus if they introduce the Nocturnal Adoration. 
Don’t be afraid of obstacles. The greater the obstacles, the surer you 
can be of God’s help... I, too, am a Night Adorer!” 

Subsequent articles will deal with the organization, the spread, 
and the fruitfulness of the EUCHARISTIC GUARD NOCTURNAL 
ADORATION. 


Anyone desiring information may write to: 


Rey. Arthur Kimball, National Spiritual Director, or 


Mr. Andrew Grondona, President 
Eucharistic Guard National Center, 
Benedictine, Plaza, Tucson, Arizona. 


“1, too, 
am a 
Night 

Adorer.” 


Pope 
Pius XII 
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God’s Glory, Our Happiness 


ee 


HE many beautiful feasts in the Church’s calendar are passing, 

Ar one by one, each leaving with us its special deposit of heavenly 

graces and blessings. This time of year, when nature seems to 

be at its best, seems to be also the season in which heaven’s 

gifts are poured out most lavishly. May we hope, then, that in the 

kingdom of grace there is a reawakening and a renewal of life compar- 

able to, but far surpassing, that which is taking place in the kingdom 
of nature. 

Among the solemn feasts observed this month is that of the Most 
Holy Trinity, falling this year on the first Sunday in June. The Mystery 
of the ever-blessed and glorious Trinity—one God in three Divine 
Persons—is a fathomless, an inexhaustible subject for our contempla- 
tion. Never shall we be able to sound its depths, even throughout the 
endless ages of eternity, because our finite minds can never fully pene- 
trate the fathomless abysses of Infinity. With Holy Mother Church, in 
her beautiful liturgy of the Feast of the Blessed Trinity, we can only 
exclaim again and again as we stand in rapt admiration and adoration 
of this sublime Mystery: “O beata Trinitas! — O Blessed Trinity!” 

Yet, even though our minds can never fully grasp the Mystery, our 
hearts can embrace within their small compass the three adorable Per- 
sons of the Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. For 
it is within the heaven of our hearts that the God of Heaven seeks His 
repose and His delight. It is our love that He seeks above all things— 
for He made us “to know Him, to LOVE Him, and to serve Him in this 
world, that we may be eternally happy with Him in the next.” And 
in order that we may love Him, He has deigned to manifest Himself to 
us, for we cannot love Him if we do not know Him. 

In all His works, therefore, God has no other aim than to make 
Himself loved by making Himself known. Therein He places His own 
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glory and the ultimate end of all His creatures. He has so intimately 
connected His interests with ours that while working for His own glory 
He works at the same time for our happiness. Therefore, if nothing is 
more glorious for Him than to be known and loved, nothing is more 
desirable for us than to know and love Him, since His love makes us 
perfectly happy. 

To attain this twofold end, no price is too dear for God: neither 
the striking miracles of His power, nor the sweet inventions of His 
tenderness. In order that He might be loved, He has created heaven 
and earth, the sun, the stars, the plants, the flowers. The Incarnation 
and all the mysteries connected with it, the Church and its priesthood, 
the Altar and its Sacrifice, grace and its mysterious operations, all these 
Divine gifts have but one aim: Love. If this is attained, God is satis- 
fied; for in our love He finds all: His glory and our happiness; the 
realization of all His designs and the fulfilment of all our duties. 

Our duties toward God may be reduced to three: adoration, obedi- 
ence, and union; and these three may be summed up in one: love. God 
is infinitely perfect, and because of His infinite perfection we owe Him 
the homage of our adoration. With regard to us, God is our first 
principle, our Creator, and consequently our Sovereign Master and 
Lord. We therefore owe Him perfect and absolute obedience. God is 
also the Supreme Good, and, as such, our last end. By Him and for 
Him we were created and placed in this world; hence, if we were to 
seek our perfection and happiness anywhere but in our union with 
Him, we should be treating Him unjustly. 

It is certain that these three duties—adoration, obedience, and 
union—include all that is most divine in religion and most perfect in 
the Gospel. The fulfilling of these duties would be sufficient to make 
us great saints. The life of the saints is, in fact, nothing but the glori- 
fication of the Divine attributes by adoration, the accomplishment of 
the Divine will by obedience, and the continual striving after perfec- 
tion by union with the Sovereign Good. These three duties, which in- 
clude all the elements of the most eminent sanctity, are in turn sum- 
marized in these three precepts: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with thy whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with thy whole 
mind” (Matt. 22:37). “For he who loves...has fulfilled the law” 
(Rom. 13:8). “But above all...have charity, which is the bond of 
perfection” (Col. 3:14). 

It is not difficult to prove that love adores and obeys God, and that 
love unites to God. This is evident with regard to adoration, which is 
the basis and the first requisite of Christian piety; for, what would be 
the use of acknowledging the excellence of God and the misery of man, 
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or of confessing that He is all and we nothing, if we did not bend our 

knees before Him in adoring love? Perfect adoration is necessarily 
the fruit of love. Not only does it make one subject to God as a child 
to his.father, but it also makes one find happiness in being accounted 
as nothing, provided God’s Name be sanctified, His kingdom come, and 
His will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Perfect adoration, as well as the love which produces it, necessarily 
implies absolute obedience to the Divine will. God is not only the 
Being whose infinite perfections demand our adoration, but He is also 
the Creator and Sovereign Master whose commands must be obeyed. 
To do the will of God; to do it always, in all things, before all things, 
and above all things; to do it before self-satisfaction and personal in- 
terest—such is the chief duty of every human being, the real secret of 
promoting God’s glory and our true happiness. It is impossible to do 
anything greater or holier here below; and it is love which has pro- 
duced and will always continue to produce this marvel. 

Experience teaches that where love does not reign supreme, we seek 
in vain the faithful observance of God’s precepts, fervor in prayer, 
piety in the reception of the sacraments, purity of intention in the ful- 
filment of daily duties, perfect submission to the Divine good pleasure, 
or generous correspondence to the inspirations of grace. 

But we were not created and placed in this world solely to serve 
God by the observance of His commandments, but also to be united 
with Him. It is in this union that all masters of the spiritual life place 
the perfection and the happiness of man. Now, it is love that unites 
us to God and thus becomes, as St. Paul says, “the bond of our perfec- 
tion.” Among all the powers of our soul, love is, without doubt, the 
one that brings us nearest to God. While the remembrance of our 
offenses makes us tremble at the thought of His justice, and the con- 
sideration of our nothingness widens the abyss which separates us from 
His infinite greatness, love lessens the distance, smoothes out the un- 
evenness, and, so to speak, casts the soul into the arms of God. 

The mystery of this union is, indeed, ineffable. Words fail to ex- 
press with what wonderful complacency God attracts the soul to Him- 
self, and with what sweetness the soul, melted by the fire of Divine 
Love, is poured out and lost in that Ocean of goodness and light. That 
soul abides in Him and He in it; they belong the one to the other, 
having but one and the same will, one and the same felicity, one and 
the same life. It is the consummation of all things in charity. 

May the love of God and the God of Love take full possession of 
‘our hearts, and lead us to our blissful goal of perfect union with Him- 
self, for His glory and our eternal happiness! 
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June for Remembrance 


Olen 


N JUNE, that month so instinct with life, when fruits and flowers 
are ripening to their lovely maturity and all nature sings of joy- 
ous activity and completion; that month which, by reason of its 
very beauty, has been dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, it 

may seem difficult by contrast to turn our thoughts to the souls suffering 
in purgatory. Yet these blessed friends of the Sacred Heart must not 
be forgotten in this month of His. For His Divine and pitying Heart 
yearns over them with a most tender compassion, and is more ready 
to grant their release if we but petition it for them. 


St. Margaret Mary, that special friend of the Sacred Heart, speaks 
of what devotion to Him can mean for the poor souls, in one of her 
letters. She writes: “I hope you will not deny me fifteen Masses said 
for them in honor of the Sacred Heart. If you but knew the ardor 
with which these poor souls ask this remedy, this sovereign remedy for 
their sufferings—for it is thus they speak of devotion to the Sacred 
Heart and particularly of Masses said in His honor!” Indeed, how 
could it be otherwise? The Heart of Christ symbolizes His burning 
love for souls—souls He redeemed at the cost of His Precious Blood— 
and each Mass is the renewal of that supreme Sacrifice. For, as St. 
Lawrence Justinian wrote: “If you were to place all your good actions: 
prayers, fasts, alms, mortifications, in one scale and a single Mass in the 
other, you would find the latter to outweigh the former by far.” 


Think, then, of the immeasurable benefit of a Mass in honor of the 
. Sacred Heart of Jesus offered in behalf of the suffering souls! How 
could His Heart fail to be filled with mercy toward them, during a 
Mass in which His Precious Blood falls upon them in ruby drops of 
priceless grace? For we must not forget that purgatory, too, is a 
place of love. It is not a cemetery, not an abyss for the forgotten and 
loveless dead. Ah, no, purgatory is very much a place for the living! 
In purgatory there is not the lifeless quiet of the graveyard; the rest 
of the poor souls is of a different kind. It is a rest without agitation 
or disquiet, without revolt or resistance; it is a resting in the will of 
God—the will of God which for them means pain and the anguish of 
being for this time without Him whom they love with the full force of 
their being. It is a waiting in which there is life, there is love, there 
is remembrance, gratitude and hope. And it is a waiting in which there 
is untold suffering, a suffering both keen and piercing, which cleanses 
and purifies as it is endured with patient acceptance. 
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The great doctrine of the Communion of Saints teaches us that we 
are not alone in the good and evil we may do or be responsible for. 
No, all that we do has its effect, whether for well or ill, upon many 
souls, helping or hindering them in attaining their salvation. Thus a 
prayer, a good action, an aspiration toward higher things, is like a 
stone cast into a pool which causes ever-widening ripples until finally 
the whole surface of the pool is astir. This is a very consoling doctrine 
for those of us who still must wage the battles of the Church Militant, 
for it tells us that we do not wage them alone. By it we know that we 
have powerful unseen helpers who have fought the same fight and won 
the victory toward which we strive, and who now in the triumphant 
rest of heaven unceasingly lend us the aid of their intercession. 

But if it is consoling for us, how much more so must it be for the 
souls of the Church Suffering! Unable any longer to merit or even to 
intercede for themselves, they are comforted by the thought that the 
Church Triumphant and the Church Militant—the saints and ourselves 
—can do this for them. While they can no longer assist at Holy Mass 
and offer the Heavenly Father the very Body and Blood of His Son for 
their release, we can. While they can no longer receive Holy Com- 
munion and welcome into their hearts the Lord of heaven and earth 
with all His mercies at their disposal, we can. While they can no longer 
visit the Blessed Sacrament to win peace of heart and mind as well as 
countless graces, we can. And while they are helpless in the hands of 
an all-just God who can endure no stain of sin in His presence, we live 
still in the mercy of a Redeemer who waits eagerly for us to turn to 
Him for mercy and pardon. 

Surely, then, in this month of the Sacred Heart, we will try with 
all the means in our power to win this pardon and mercy for the suf- 
fering souls. The Sacrifice of the Mass offered in His honor in their © 
behalf, Holy Communion received with fervor and devotion for their 
sakes, a daily visit to the Tabernacle for their intentions: these are 
simple, easy things, but they can mean heaven for the poor souls and 
powerful friends for ourselves, friends close to the Heart of Jesus. 


What Js God? 


O YOU want a booklet that presents a refreshing and 
unique approach to God’s existence and nature, a 
booklet that will impart a new stimulus to the faith 
of the practicing Catholic, stir up the lapsed, and 
challenge the unbelief of the so-called “atheist”? 
Then send for What Is God. 15¢ each. 


+ 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Amazing Indifference! 
ee 


A young lady who devotes her life to the promotion of priestly and 

religious vocations, recently wrote us of some of the problems 
which she meets with in her work. “One of our greatest problems of 
the present day,” she wrote, “is the attitude of parents toward vocations. 
I, for one, am absolutely amazed at the indifference and jack of interest 
when I simply mention vocations at a meeting. Talk on anything else 
—they seem to say to you with their eyes—but don’t bring up a sub- 
ject so dry or foreign to our modern living! 

“I was thinking about vocations the other day, from the priesthood 
point of view, and when I mentioned vocations to an average Catholic, 
a mother of one child, and a grandmother of a few months, she sighed 
and said, ‘I think the time will come when there will be no more Re- 
ligious Vocations. Girls will not enter convents, and boys will not be- 
come priests.’ I asked her if she realized what she was saying... that 
without the Priesthood our Church would become extinct... There 
would be no Mass, no Holy Eucharist, not mentioning the other Sacra- 
ments, and especially the Last Sacraments. She said, ‘Yes, I realize 
that, and it is too bad, because Christ started our Church.’ —That’s 
as far as she was thinking, too, and with an air of INDIFFERENCE. 

“This set my mind to thinking... HOW MANY MORE ‘AVER- 
AGE’ CATHOLICS DO NOT THINK ANY MORE OF THE HERI- 
TAGE CHRIST LEFT US—CHRIST WITH US??? Are people really 
this indifferent—this DUMB? Even our enemies realize that without the 
Priesthood, our Faith would be difficult to carry on. But for a modern 
CATHOLIC not to care, much less DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT is 
frightening.” 

Catholic parents who place obstacles to the religious or priestly 
vocations of their children take upon themselves a GRAVE RESPON- 
SIBILITY for which they will have to answer to God at their judgment. 
God is never outdone in generosity. For every daughter or son given 
to His service He gives a hundredfold recompense, both in time and 
eternity. Similarly, girls or boys who feel definitely that God is calling 
them to His service, yet turn a deaf ear and refuse to give up the 
pleasures and allurements of the world, will live to drink the cup of 
remorse, and will FOR ALL ETERNITY forfeit that higher place in 
heaven, that greater degree of glory, which they might have gained 
by accepting the grace of the vocation offered them. 

“Today, if you shall hear His voice, harden not your hearts” 
(Heb. 3,8). 
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R.S. V. P. 


June is a month of INVITATIONS—invitations to Graduations, 
to Ordinations and First Holy Masses, to religious Professions, to Wed- 
dings, and to many other functions. Those honored by such invitations 
are asked to extend the courtesy of a response as to their acceptance or 
inability to attend. 

The King of Heaven also extends many invitations during this 
month—very special invitations to young boys and girls to enter into 
His service as priests and religious. Such an invitation is the highest 
honor that could ever come to you in this world. Consider the matter 
carefully and prayerfully, to find out if perhaps YOU are being fa- 
vored with such an invitation. Then give Jesus your answer. 

Young ladies (preferably between 16 and 28) interested in a semi- 
cloistered life of prayer and work in the service of Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament are cordially invited to write for information to: 


Rev. Mother Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 








(Continued from page 34) 


Other June saints are: St. Clotildis, Queen (3d); her fervent 
prayers obtained the conversion of her pagan husband, King Clovis I 
of France. Ss. Kevin (3d) and Columba (9th), Irish Abbots. Sz. 
Francis Caracciolo, Confessor (4th). St. Norbert, Bishop and Con- 
fessor, founder of the Premonstratensians (6th). St. Margaret, Queen 
of Scotland, Widow (10th), renowned for great charity toward the poor. 
St. Barnabas, Apostle, disciple and companion of St. Paul (11th). S¢. 
Anthony of Padua, the “Wonder-Worker,” illustrious son of St. Francis, 
Confessor and Doctor of the Church (13th) ; invoked especially for the 
recovery of lost articles and well known as patron of travelers. St. 
Basil the Great, Bishop, Confessor, and one of the four great Doctors 
of the Greek Church (14th). St. John Francis Regis, Confessor, of the 
Society of Jesus (16th). St. Ephraem the Syrian, Deacon, Confessor 
and Doctor of the Church (18th), called the “Harp of the Holy Spirit” 
because of his great poetic talent. Was also a renowned orator. St. 
Juliana Falconieri (19th) and St. Florentina (20th), both Virgins. 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga, one of the glories of the Society of Jesus (21st) ; 
named the model and patron of youth. St. Paulinus, Bishop and Con- 
fessor (22d). St. William, Abbot (25th). 

June has only one feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary—that of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help on the 27th. 
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Little Lovers’ League 
covefovee 


UNE, dear Little Lovers, brings holiday time; school closes and 

study books are put away for two happy months. There is time 

now for baseball and tennis, for long hikes through the country- 

side, for swimming and many other sports. Yes, there is time 
for all sorts of things in the long summer days; best of all there is 
time to work at becoming a saint, which is really the task of a life- 
time. Being a saint means nothing more than being true children of 
Jesus and Mary all year round, and summer time offers us special 
advantages for this. We are at home more and can be more of a help 
to our family. We have more free time so we can help other people, 
too. And we can help ourselves by taking time to read some good 
books which will set us on the path toward real holiness, as we learn 
of other boys and girls who have done just this. 


Take, for example, St. Aloysius Gonzaga, who lived in Spain over 
three centuries ago. Born in a castle, because his father was one of 
the great noblemen of the country, Aloysius spent much of his time at 
the court of the king. He was a real boy and loved to dress up as a 
soldier, parading about the camp where his father was in command. 
One day he even fired a small cannon which made a terrible noise and 
knocked the young soldier right off his feet. Like other young Span- 
iards of his time, Aloysius could ride a horse when still a child, and 
liked to gallop about the castle grounds, his cloak flying in the breeze, 
talking and laughing with his companions about the great warriors 
they would become one day. 


But Aloysius loved Jesus much, much more than all this. Every 
morning and night he would kneel before the crucifix in his room and 
promise Our Lord to belong only to Him. He longed to receive Holy 
Communion with all his heart, and when at last he was able to do so, 
he could hardly contain his joy. Even as a little boy, he began to 
practice those things which made him a great saint at the age of 
twenty-three. He learned to overcome his pride by apologizing immedi- 
ately for any fault or show of temper (for Aloysius had a hot temper!) ; 
to be cheerful and agreeable when he would rather have stayed gloomily 
alone; to do without things which were not really necessary. This won 
for him a special share of God’s love and grace, so that when he wanted 
to become a Jesuit at the age of sixteen, Our Lord helped him to win 
over his father who did not want his eldest son to be a poor priest, but 
to have a brilliant career as a soldier and a nobleman. 
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As a novice in the Jesuit Society, Aloysius went on as before. 
Though he came from one of the princely families of Spain, he swept 
the kitchen floors and washed the dishes with cheerful simplicity. He 
loved to be sent out with a sack on his back to beg food for the poor. 
When a terrible plague broke out in Rome, where he was studying for 
the priesthood, he looked after the sick, washing them and carrying 
them to the hospitals on his shoulders. Finally he caught the fever 
himself and after a short illness, died on the Octave day of the feast 
of Corpus Christi, as he had hoped to do. 

During this summer time, then, dear Little Lovers, let us try 
to imitate St. Aloysius in his purity, his charity and his simplicity. 
Pope Pius XI made him the patron saint of all Catholic young people, 
so he takes a special interest in them and is always ready to help. With 
him as our model, we can make our vacation a holyday as well as a 
holiday! 

.PRACTICE: During June, month of the Sacred Heart, try to 
make a really good preparation for each Holy Communion, asking St. 
Aloysius to obtain for you a share in his ardent love for the Blessed 
Sacrament. 


ASPIRATION: Sweet Heart of Jesus, we implore, that we may 
ever love Thee more and more! 


A Crown for the Sacred Heart 


ISTER Anne Michael was watching the Junior class rehearse the 
end-of-term play. Soon school would be over for another year 
and the children were seething with anticipation of the holidays 
ahead. Meanwhile they were working off surplus energy in a lively dance 
around the maypole—which was to be one of the highlights of the final 
scene. Smiling, Sister’s eyes wandered over the dancers. There was 
Audrey Joner, graceful as always, her red-gold hair swaying as her 
feet kept perfect time to the music. Beside her was Josie McGinnon 
who seemed to be performing a dance all her own—one which had 
nothing to do with steps the others were executing so carefully, 
as her straight brown hair flew in all directions at once, and her knobby 
little knees worked up and down like pistons. Sister Anne Michael 
chuckled to herself. She could almost hear good Monsignor O’Dowd, 
who would present the prizes after the play, leaning over with a twinkle 
in his kind old eyes, to whisper to young Father Pat: “All out of step 
but our Josie!” 

Then Sister’s eyes fell on Elaine Lameti and her smile died. Elaine 
was not dancing. Quietly she stood there watching the others, her pale 
little face wistful, the painfully twisted leg in its heavy brace a sad 
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contrast to the quick movements of the rest. Sister felt her heart go 
out to this child, so brave in her efforts to be like the others, so eager 
to do all she could. If only she could have given her a part in the play! 
It was true, she would sing in the chorus, but that was not the same 
thing. That did not mean wearing a gay costume and dancing around 
the maypole or taking her 
place in the procession which 
was to crown the statue of the 
Sacred Heart. Being in the 
chorus just meant wearing 
the plain school uniform and 
being hidden somewhere in 
the background, while pretty 
Margaret Mary Donovan, in a 
long white dress with a filmy 
veil over her golden curls, 
placed the beautiful silver 
crown on the statue. 

Just then, Margaret Mary 
herself came to interrupt Sis- 
ter’s thoughts. In her hands 
she held a large box, which 
she uncovered to show the 
teacher a dress of soft white 
silk with tiny pink rosebuds 
at the neck and waist, and a 
graceful blue sash. “My aunt 
sent it to me when I was 
chosen to crown the Sacred Heart,” she confided shyly. “Do you think 
it will be all right, Sister?” Sister Anne Michael smiled at her. “It’s a 
lovely dress, dear. Will your family be able to come to the play?” “Oh, 
yes!” said Margaret Mary eagerly. “They’re all coming. Daddy is so 
proud that one of the Donovans will crown the statue. You see, he has 
great devotion to the Sacred Heart. We have a small statue of Him at 
home and during June we all say the family Rosary before it. Daddy 
gave each of us a Sacred Heart badge when we made our first Holy 
Communion and last year we had the Sacred Heart enthroned as King of 
our home. That’s why Daddy called me Margaret Mary,” she finished; 
“he said he wants me to belong especially to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
just like St. Margaret Mary did.” 





Watching her go off happily with her dress, Sister Anne Michael’s 
heart ached more than ever for the other child. She saw Margaret 
Mary stop to show Elaine the precious dress and noted the flush that 
spread over her pale cheeks as its silken prettiness was revealed. Sister 
knew that Elaine, too, had a great love for the Sacred Heart; often she 
had seen her kneeling before His altar in the school chapel and once 
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the little girl had told her: “He helps me to be patient when there are 
so many things I can’t do like other girls. When things get hard, He 
helps me; I love Him very much,” she had ended simply. Margaret 
Mary knew this also, for she, too, had seen Elaine in the chapel during 
her own visits. “That was probably why she showed her the dress,” 
thought Sister to herself, “so Elaine wouldn’t feel so left out of every- 
thing.” That afternoon, kneeling in the chapel after class, she saw 
Elaine slip in with a bouquet of dark red roses for the Sacred Heart. 
Then Margaret Mary also came and the teacher could not help noticing 
her looking for a long time at the quiet little figure before the altar. 


The next day during the final rehearsal of the crowning, Margaret 
Mary semed very distracted and made several mistakes where before 
she had been letter-perfect. Afterwards she came up hesitantly to Sis- 
ter’s desk. “Please, Sister,” she began slowly, “I was just wonder- 
ing...” she stopped and Sister Anne Michael put out a hand as she 
saw the tears beginning to gather in the dark blue eyes. But Margaret 
Mary brushed them away firmly and went on: “Sister, couldn’t Elaine 
crown the statue instead of me?” At the teacher’s surprised look, she 
went on quickly: “Sister, she loves the Sacred Heart so, and she can’t 
dance or take any other part in the play. But she could crown Him! 
All we'd have to do is put her on that small platform, then she’d be high 
enough so she wouldn’t have to climb up the way I was going to. She 
could just wait beside the statue and one of the others could hand her 
the crown—like a lady-in-waiting to the queen, you know.” 


Sister Anne Michael could feel tears stinging her own eyes as she 
realized what this sacrifice was costing Margaret Mary: “But, my dear, 
there is the dress—Elaine would have no time to find one now, and 
then your family...” Margaret Mary only smiled: “Elaine is about my 
height, Sister, she can wear my dress. If it’s too long we can tuck it 
up with the sash. Daddy will understand.” 


Standing behind the curtains the night of the play, Sister Anne 
Michael watched with satisfaction as scene after scene went off without 
a hitch. The maypole dance had never been better and the singing was 
perfect. The final scene was really lovely as Elaine, her cheeks flushed 
rosy-pink with excitement, the long dress hiding her deformity, reached 
up and gently placed the crown on the head of the Sacred Heart. And 
in the background among the singers, Margaret Mary had never been 
happier. Her heart beat quietly as she watched the crowning, and she 
knew that she could not have been closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
if it had been her own hands which had placed the crown on His head. 
Joyously her voice rang out with the rest in the last lines of the hymn: 


“O Sweetest Heart of Jesus, we implore 
That we may love Thee daily more and more!” 
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For the Month's Devotions 


For Trinity Sunday — June 5 


Devotion to the Holy Trinity 
What Is God? 
For the Feast of Corpus Christi — June 9 


God Himself, Our Sacrifice 
The Holy Eucharist Our All 
God with Us in the Blessed Sacrament 
A Novena of Holy Communions 

Communicate Frequently & Devoutly 
Communion Devotions in Union with Mary 

Eucharistic Miracles 

My Daily Visit 


Eucharistic Heart-talks with Jesus 


For the Feast of St. Anthony — June 13 


St. Anthony, the Wonder-Worker 
For the Feast of the Sacred Heart — June 17 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of 
Our Lord, Part Il. 96 pages. 20¢ 


For the Feast of Our Lady of Perpetual Help — June 27 


The Mysteries of Mary 
Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for all the Feasts of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 128 pages. 25¢ 


For the Feast of the Precious Blood — July | 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 


Each booklet 15¢, except as marked. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





For June and the Sacred Heart 


These booklets will help you to enter fully into the spirit of the month of 
the Sacred Heart and draw from it His special graces and richest blessings. 


Come, Let Us Adore — The ideal booklet for making a Holy Hour 
to honor the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Two “hours” prepared to help 
you join in the praise of the Sacred Heart or unite in reparation to His 
outraged Heart. 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart — The way in which to 
show your love for the Sacred Heart, and how He proves His love for 
you. 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart —The history, explanation 


and ceremony of the Enthroning of the Sacred Heart as King of the 
Home. Use it for the Feast of the Sacred Heart—June 17th. 


Six Discourses on the Enthronement — What this ceremony of 
the Enthronement has meant to a variety of persons, stirringly told by 
its apostle and founder—Father Mateo—in his own masterful style. 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour — Explanation of 
the Guard of Honor of the Sacred Heart and many beautiful prayers. 


All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus — A favorite booklet of prayers 
to the Sacred Heart, containing the Proper of the Mass of the Sacred 
Heart, novenas, litany, acts of consecration and other prayers. 


Message of the Sacred Heart — The appeal of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus for a return of love, movingly related; an ideal preparation for 
His feast, June 17th. 10¢. 
€ 


Each booklet 15¢, except as marked. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde Missouri 





